
Le	  bateau	  transatlantique	  Bugatti	  Type	  42.	  
Bien moins connu que l'avion type 100, il a existé un projet non-réalisé de bateau amphibie capable  (?) de relier Brest à New-York en 50 heures.  

Voici quelques notes glanées sur le site The Bugatti Trust. 

In the 1920s to cross the Atlantic usually took at least 5 days. The age of safe, long distance flying was far in the future. Ettore Bugatti conceived an 
idea for an exclusive high-powered 8-passenger boat that would be able to cross from France to America in 50 hours. This was an extraordinarily 
ambitious proposal, which in fact was never realised. The design was for a very narrow fully enclosed hull powered by six 15 litre, 8-cylinder petrol 
engines with a total output of 2400 horsepower.This boat design incorporated a submarine like conning tower and ventilation/exhaust snorkels and 
was designed to be ‘semi-submersible’. The depth was to be controlled by hydrovanes so that, at speed, it could simply pass through large waves 
and be relatively unaffected by bad weather and high seas!With modern applications this type of stabilisation is commonplace but whether such a 
system could have been made to function with the control technology available to Bugatti in 1925 is open to question. Eventually, of course, the 
need for this type of transatlantic passenger carrier was superseded by the development of air travel but from the perspective of 1925 the ideas must 
have seemed relevant and exciting. 

 
L'existence de ce projet, cité dans Bugatti Magnum, est attestée par une lettre d'Ettore Bugatti datant des années 1925/26 ainsi que par une 



photographie de la maquette (navigante?) contemporaine. Elle fut exposée à Paris à l'occasion du salon Rétromobile 1980 et figure dans le catalogue 
de l'exposition… 

Sur base de cette photographie et des données chiffrées contenues dans la lettre d'Ettore,  j'ai reproduit ex-nihilo, from scratch comme disent les 
Anglais, ce bateau à l'échelle 1/43ème.  

L'attribution du Type 42 est basée sur la nomenclature publiée par l'Ebé Bugatti dans son livre de souvenirs (L'épopée Bugatti, Paris 1966) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Echelle 1/43ème, longueur 82 cm, largeur 8 cm, hauteur 20cm. Bois, laiton, alu, résine.  
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